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Melinda White (left) embraces an emotional Eva King during the memorial at Sunset Cliffs for Mike White, a well-known angler and surfboard
shaper who grew up on Ladera Street. Melinda, Mike’s sister, helped organize the memorial and paddle out where dozens of friends and fam-
ily, including King, who was a life-long friend and former girlfriend, came out to celebrate Mike’s life on Sunday, Aug. 11. ‘Sunset Cliffs was
his world and his playground,’ said Melinda. ‘He loved it here.’ See page 10 for the story. THOMAS MELVILLE / PENINSULA BEACON

EMOTIONAL MEMORIAL 

Residents are being
asked to sign a peti-
tion on Ocean

Beach’s Neighborhood Watch
Facebook page to take action
to “help to keep our sidewalks
clean ensuring a healthier
environment for everyone.”

“One complaint that is often
heard about the downtown
area of  Ocean Beach is how
dirty, stained, and smelly the
sidewalks are,” the online peti-
tion reads. 

“The OB Clean & Safe Pro-
gram, a project of  the Ocean
Beach MainStreet Association,
is looking to change that by
applying for funding to provide
bi-monthly cleanings of  New-
port Avenue sidewalks, in
addition to installing addition-
al trash bins along the street.

Movement
for cleaner
OB streets

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

SEE CLEAN, Page 7

OB surfboard maker
Albert “Ace” Elliott lost
much of  what he’s

acquired, including 50-year-old
irreplaceable memorabilia, when
his shaping shed on Froude Street
near Saratoga Avenue caught fire
on Aug. 6. 

Elliott’s workspace was full of
old boards and photos of  friends
he’d made custom boards for.

“I saw my bike was on fire in my
backyard and I tried to put it out,”
said Elliott, who’s been riding e-
bikes for years. “I picked up a fire

extinguisher, pulled the plug, hit
the fire — and it exploded. It just
blew up in my face, like little shot-
gun shells going off.”

“It was a nightmare,” added
Elliott of  his loss. “It was my little
go-back-in-time sanctuary. It’s not
a dollar thing.”

Fortunately, the OB fire station
was just around the corner and
they came and put it out sparing
damage to the main residence.

“[The fire] took all my boards
and tools, got my truck and
camper,” noted Elliott.

Longtime Ocean Beach surfboard shaper trying to rebuild after fire
BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

The charred remains of Albert ‘Ace’ Elliott’s shaping shed in OB.    SCOTT HOPKINS / PENINSULA BEACON SEE FIRE, Page 5
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Nearly 400 students graduated from Point Loma High at Pete Ross Stadium during the school’s 98th commencement ceremony on June 6. A Class of 2024 member (above) 
waves to family members during the ceremony. See page 8 for more photos. SCOTT HOPKINS/PENINSULA BEACON
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ART

New public sculpture flows through Liberty Station’s barracks
By DAVE SCHWAB | The Beacon

The newest public art in-
stallation at Arts District 
Liberty Station really flows.

Titled “Water & Words,” the 
sculpture by artist Kline Swonger 
explores the community’s rela-
tionship and associations with 
water, a compound within each 
person that helps in spreading 
people, information, and goods.

“It’s my first installation at 
Liberty Station,” noted Swonger, 
whose lifelong interest in art has 
inspired her to create murals as 
well. “This isn’t a mural,” she con-
fided about Water & Words noting 
instead, “This is public art.”

Part of the Installations at the 
Station program, Swonger’s new 
sculpture is composed of thin, rib-
bon-like structures that seeming-
ly weave through the archways of 
the corridors of the former Naval 
Training Center. The rigid rib-
bons, visually representing wa-
ter, are made from a translucent 
material allowing light to pass 
through.

Words relating to associations 
with and memories of water 
were collected from communi-
ty members for her project. The 
ribbon-like words cast light and 
shadow, ebbing and f lowing 
within their space, revealing 
and concealing the messages on 
the f loor during different times 
of the day.

Swonger is an interdisciplinary 
artist and designer. Her practice 
and research primarily involve 
installation, sculpture, and 
community-engaged public art, 
in which concepts of place, psy-
chology of space, and perception 
are explored. Light, shadow, and 
materials representative of both 
urban and natural landscapes are 
incorporated into her art, allow-
ing for moments of reflection and 
pause.

Swonger’s work has been 

exhibited along the West Coast, 
and her local public art has been 
installed within the San Diego 
International Airport and in the 
cities of San Diego, El Cajon, and 
National City. Her work is also 
part of the City of San Diego and 
SDSU’s permanent collections.

Of the inspiration behind Words 
& Water, Swonger said Liberty 
Station allowed a lot of leeway 
for artists to be creative. “It was 
pretty open to your design and 
interpretation,” she said of what 

was being requested in terms of 
public art. “They just asked that 
the piece be created to be some-
thing that engages the commu-
nity within the work.”

So Swonger first visited the site 
where the public art would be ex-
hibited. “I was struck by its prox-
imity to the (water) channel,” she 
said adding, “I thought it would be 
interesting to do something about 
water. I wanted to create a sense 
of community and connection 
and the (sculptural) form, though 
slightly abstracted, is inspired by 
water.”

Swonger noted her translucent 
ribbon-like structures are strung 

in the upper part of barracks arch-
ways where they “cast colors” on 
the walls and in the hallways. 
“I’m interested in light and shad-
ow in my work,” she said adding, 
in rendering Words & Water, that 
she opted to employ the sculptural 
element of ribbons because that 
allowed her to “integrate words 
into the piece.”

The artist enjoys doing site-spe-
cific public art because “it’s en-
riching to have art which con-
nects with its place.” 

Asked what advice she’d give 
aspiring artists and sculptors, 
Swonger said: “Go for it. It’s an 
amazing challenge.”

Workers install the new public art sculpture ‘Water & Words’ at Liberty Station. 
 CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Artist Kline Swonger works on her sculpture at Liberty Station.  CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

 

WWW.4445NIAGARA.COM

OCEAN BEACH                                                          $2,595,000 
Stunning Craftsman style 3 bedroom, 2 bath high on the hill in 
Point Loma Heights! This gorgeous property was built to the 
highest standards and features a gourmet kitchen with high end 
appliances, remodeled bathrooms, wood floors, 2 indoor 
fireplaces, French doors, a Dutch front door, dual paned 
wood windows and an oversized 2 car garage. The romantic pri-
mary retreat has panoramic views, French doors leading to bal-
cony, soaking tub, fireplace and walk-in closet. The very private 
backyard has multiple entertaining spaces, a water feature, 
built in gas firepit and sparkling spa. No expense spared 
here! Ocean, bay, nightlight and fireworks  view in a neighbor-
hood with excellent schools. Your welcome!

WWW.4053-32ND.COM

NORTH PARK                                                          $1,995,000 
Cutie pie cottages in the heart of North Park! Just blocks to res-
taurants, the freeway and transit. The opportunities are endless. 
Front house is a 3 bedroom, 2 bath with private yards, hardwood 
floors and 2 off street parking. Back house is a 2 bedroom, 1 
bath with private yards and off street parking. Each house has 
private laundry and tons of character. In addition, this property 
lies within Complete Communities and Transit Priority Areas, is 
on a 6,759 sf lot and is zoned RM-3-7. Live in one and rent the 
other or make plans for development. You just can't lose here!

WWW.4534OSPREY.COM

SUNSET CLIFFS $3,495,000 
Stunning view home in coveted Sunset Cliffs! This majestic 
beauty features 4 ensuite bedrooms, 4.5 baths, a home office, 
fully finished basement, formal living and dining rooms, a large 
open concept kitchen, family room and casual dining area + at-
tached 2 car garage and owned solar. Oak hardwood floors, fire-
place, dual paned windows and sliders and an ensuite bedroom 
on 1st floor! The primary retreat has pano views, a cozy sitting 
room, cedar lined walk in closet and spa tub. Sunsets, palms 
trees, fireworks and unobstructable views up the coast. Blocks 
to Sunset Cliffs and in Sunset View Elem district. So Cal at its 
best and it could all be yours!

WWW.3219MADRID.COM

POINT LOMA $1,649,000 
Fantastic 4 bedroom, 2 bath Loma Portal charmer with over-
sized canyon view backyard and views galore! Features in-
clude hardwood floors, updated kitchen and baths, master 
retreat with walk-in closet, built-ins, HVAC, dual paned win-
dows and a detached 2 car garage. Multiple entertaining 
spaces with a huge deck that has views of Sea World, the 
Downtown skyline, tree tops and night lights. The oversized lot 
clocks in at over 8,000 sf and has a killer backyard with incred-
ible privacy. Loma Portal is a friendly neighborhood with great 
schools, character galore and is close to shopping, dining, 
freeway access and Liberty Station. Welcome home! 
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