
An impasse between the life-
guard's union and San Diego
Fire-Rescue over how water-
related emergency calls are
routed has lifeguards talking
secession.

SDFD chief  Brian Fennessy
recently changed the way
radio dispatch works. All
water-related 911 calls now go
first to the fire department,
instead of  going directly to life-
guards, who've historically
made all water rescues.

Lifeguard union chief  Ed
Harris contends that the
change adds a step slowing
down the lifeguards' emergen-
cy response time.

The origin of  the SDFD
internal dispute is not hard to
trace. Harris can pinpoint the
exact day, Jan. 21, and one
particular incident that
brought the contentious issue
into sharp relief.
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Smooth sailing ahead for
LIBERTY STATION’S ARTS DISTRICT

NTC Foundation celebrating 10 years of arts at the former naval campus in Point Loma

The 10th anniversary of  Liberty Sta-
tion's Arts District is being celebrated
throughout 2017 with programs and
activities on the former Naval Training
Center's 100-acre campus.

Now, through the rest of  the year,
the foundation is planning activities to
honor the past, including an

enhancement of  Arts District signa-
ture events – monthly free Friday
Night Liberty art walks, Salute the
Season holiday events and seasonal
block parties.

New anchor events will include a
free summer concert series, a Satur-
day night cinema series, art installa-
tions and temporary art exhibits
throughout the grounds at Liberty
Station.

The Arts District has “unfolded”
over the past decade thanks to the

‘What was given to
the NTC Foundation
by the city were 26
abandoned Navy

buildings.’ 

ALAN ZITER 
NTC FOUNDATION DIRECTOR

ARTS DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

To learn more and view a calendar of Arts
District 10th anniversary season activities,
visit www.ntcfoundation.org.

BY DAVE SCHWAB | THE BEACON

SEE ARTS, Page 13

Two aerial views – decades apart – of the former Naval Training Center. The Navy closed the training center in 1993 and the city developed a plan to turn it into a commercial hub. 

Lifeguard
union at
odds with
Fire-Rescue

SEE LIFEGUARDS, Page 8
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leadership of  the NTC Foundation, a
nonprofit established in 2000 by the
City of  San Diego. Empowered to
make the proposed Arts District a
reality, the group has accomplished
exactly that.

But it hasn't been easy, admitted
the foundation's executive director,
Alan Ziter. To see how far the district's
come, Ziter noted you have to look
back at how it all started.

“What was given to the NTC Foun-
dation by the city were 26 abandoned
Navy buildings, all in various states
and conditions – and no money – and
they said, ‘Go ahead and make an arts
district out of  this,’” said Ziter. “So the
NTC board in 2000 really had to

assess what could fit in these first 16
buildings, what they could be used
for, how much it would cost to reno-
vate them, and who could make a
home here.”

Today, with 16 of  26 historic build-
ings completed in Liberty Station, the
Arts District is home to more than 80
tenants including dance companies,
galleries, creative businesses, muse-
ums, and nonprofits. More than
500,000 people visit the Arts District
annually, adding $41 million of  eco-
nomic impact and 706 jobs to the
region.

Two Arts District tenants, artist
Lauren LeVieux and the San Diego
Dance Theater, praised the Arts Dis-
trict as a venue of  opportunity.

“For two years in Barracks 15, Stu-
dio 203, I have asked myself  how to

turn part of  an outdoor breezeway
built in the 1920s into my art,” said
Lauren LeVieux. “I wanted to create
art there, show art there, and I want-
ed my studio to be art. 

“Countless paintings completed, 24
First Friday Events, two tree lightings,
two block parties, and two Halloween
parties have brought people of  all
types to see my work … During my
two years at Liberty Station, collabo-
ration opportunities have come my
way. Among them, a chance to work
with San Diego Repertory Theater
and develop custom art to comple-
ment a play,” LeVieux said.

“Later I was invited to curate a
series of  group shows in the Com-
mand Center at Liberty Station in
order to get the resident artists’ work
into a common space where the vari-

ety and quality of  artwork could be
visible … I also had a chance to set up
a table in the Public Market every
Tuesday morning,”  LeVieux added.

“Being part of  this artistic commu-
nity has really evolved the program-
ming that we offer,” said Matt Car-
ney, executive director of  San Diego
Dance Theater. “In the past, we would
mostly just produce our own shows
by our artistic director and resident
choreographer. 

“Now we are helping to promote
and produce a community of  artists
from San Diego and beyond. An
example of  this is our 10-day dance
festival, Live Arts Fest, where we pro-
duce 10 evenings of  dance showcas-
ing a different group each night.” 

Noting that redeveloping Liberty
Station has been a challenge given

the architectural limitations imposed
by the historically designated former
Naval base, Ziter talked about Arts
District changes yet to come.

“Ideally we'll have a 300-seat per-
formance venue, as well as more art
installations,” he said, adding, “The
key thing here is the money. Historical
buildings are expensive to renovate.”

Ziter said funding to renovate Arts
District buildings comes from a num-
ber of  sources, including historical
tax credits, private donations, financ-
ing a mortgage and fundraising.

“Going forward, we'll be looking for
development partners,” said Ziter.
“We would talk with any developer
who has a compelling idea that aligns
with our mission of  creating a vibrant
arts district.”

ARTS
CONTINUED FROM Page 1
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